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Hello everyone,
 
As requested by the Nez Perce yesterday (and due to our soon to be defunct “Yosemite” web page
having now only an incomplete version of this report), please see the attached Gasco Oversight
Report I had prepared in 2006 with various lessons learned from the 2005 tar body dredging
removal action.  At the time, this dredging work was some of the most closely monitored work we’ve
done in this region certainly, but perhaps nationally.   The approach used for this work was also
highly controversial amongst the 6 Tribes, the community, and others.  As a result there were a lot of
strong opinions voiced in public forums -and in writing -which resulted in a need to hone our
objective observations and preserve them for the next round of in water work. 
 
One qualifier regarding application for future work: the tar body represented the nearshore remnant
of surface pond tar overflow, and was targeted as it was visibly eroding weathered tar further
downriver.  The majority of sediments we will now tackle at the site have similar features in many
ways, but will unlikely be 100% pure tar as was the target of this action.  That said, there will be
lenses of tar throughout the remedial footprint, and the easily dissolved nature of BAA and BaP are
key to understand as we moved forward to prepare a design and Biological Assessment in
cooperation with NMFS. The report has good data to draw conclusions about the relative
effectiveness of using different buckets, treatment or lack thereof for barge return water, and other
BMPs/prudent measures from the biological assessment and removal action work plan.   
 
I hope this is a good primer for our future Gasco in water design discussions.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you
 
S
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Sean Sheldrake, Unit Diving Officer, RPM
EPA Region 10,  1200 Sixth Ave., Suite 900; Mailstop DOC-01
Seattle, WA 98101
206.553.1220 desk
206.225.6528 cell
http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/cleanup.nsf/sites/ptldharbor

Over 47 years of scientific diving in support of EPA’s mission
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